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Hello Friends

As we celebrate Women’s History month, we must recognize how one woman’s vision provided hope to the lives of
individuals struggling to feed themselves and their families. In April of 1989 our founder, Arlene Mercer, was driving
to work and witnessed a man reach into a trash can for food that had been thrown away. She was moved to create a
more dignified way to provide this much needed food. We have grown quite a bit since she started Food Finders in
her garage 33 years ago rescuing 251,000 lbs. in year 1, and now in 2021 we rescued nearly 16 million pounds of food.
To date we have rescued over 193 million pounds of food that has provided over 131 million meals. In addition to
providing food, we are also mitigating climate change.
2022 has been very busy with the mandates of CA organic law SB 1383. This law requires the State to reduce organic
waste (which includes food) 75% by January 1, 2025 (based on 2014 levels). It also mandates at least 20% of edible food
must be provided to organizations such as ours for consumption. We will start recovering food from 80 new grocery
stores over the next few months!
2022 has also brought on some changes for the organization. We lost some key staff and wish them nothing but
success in their new careers! As we all know change is inevitable and we are excited about the amazing new
employees that we have hired. They have come with new ideas and a commitment to our mission.
Thank you for your years of support, service, and partnership.
Your generosity, feedback, and engagement has been key to our success. There is still a lot of work to be done and we
have some new programs that will roll out in 2022. Stay tuned to learn more about our new in-person event in the
fall. I wish you a happy and healthy 2022!
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Relaunch Food 4 Kids
Birthday Bash "33"
National Volunteering
Month
Earth Day: Food Drive +
Ancestor Letters
Volunteer Appreciation
Luncheon
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Agency Highlights: El Sol Sciences & Art Academy

Food Finders welcomes a new Community Partner, El Sol
Sciences and Art Academy. They operate in Santa Ana
and serve families every day, Monday through Friday.
They are a charter school with a food distribution center
("El Mercado") that is located behind the main entrance.
Inside the mercado is refrigeration for some storage of
perishable food items. Many schools are starting to
provide a dedicated space for a "pantry" where families
can walk through and pick out their food for an evening
meal. Schools like El Sol are a natural fit for our food
distribution pantries because families are comfortable
with the easy access.

Food Donor Highlights: Superior Grocers
We are excited to be working with Superior Grocers as
one of our newest Food Donors. A total of six locations
are in the process of setting up donations in Santa Ana
and Long Beach. Donating food is not new to the
Superior grocery chain. They have always had a process
for food surplus but now they have a real focus on
feeding people in need too. With all of these new food
rescue routes coming at one time, our need for help is
much greater. If you or someone you know is interested
in volunteering to take on any of the food rescue routes
in either city, please reach out to our volunteer
Coordinator, Kevin Burciaga (562) 282-1400 x112

Why Become A Sponsor
Did you know that 70% of Americans believe that it is very
important for companies to make the world a better place?

At Food Finders we are fortunate to partner with so many
companies that are working along with us to eliminate
hunger and food waste. One important way is through
sponsorships. These sponsor programs are important
because they allow Food Finders to expand our efforts by
bringing awareness to our common goal of eliminating food
waste and hunger. Along with our Employee Volunteering
programs, we have Corporate Event Sponsors, Truck
Sponsors, Campaign Sponsors, Food Hub Sponsors, AdoptA-Pantry Sponsors, and our Warehouse Sponsors. Contact
Lisa Hoffmaster for more information. (562) 282-1400 x103

Recent Donors

THANK YOU to everyone who supported Food Finders recently including
those mentioned below
Adams-Mastrovich Family Foundation
Anaheim Community Foundation
BCM Foundation
Bob's Discount Furniture Charitable Fdn
Calmet Services, Inc
City of Los Alamitos
Clif Bar Family Foundation
Dan Murphy Foundation
Employees Community Fund Boeing, CA
Endres Family
Enterprise Bank & Trust
Federal Home Loan Bank-SNF
Fung Family
Gentner Family
Gerber Family
Hamir Family
Image Solutions Gives Back
Josephine S. Gumbiner Foundation
Kaiser Permanente South Bay
KLA Foundation
Krivokapich Family
La County Supervisor-4th District
Lalonde Family
Los Angeles Lakers
Margulis Family
Matern Law Group/Satyagraha Alliance
Mayer Foundation
McMaster-Car Supply Company
Monforti Family
Moss Foundation
Much Is Given Foundation Fund

NASA Services
O'Dell & Sons Farms
Oncley Family
Pasadena Host Lions Club
Performance Plus Tire & Auto Superstore
Port of Long Beach
Ram Family
Reep Family Foundation
Republic Services
Scan Community Giving
Schmitz Family
Schnurmacher Foundation, Inc.
SCS Engineers
Sentenac Family
Shah Family
Shepard Family
Shiels Family
Shumny Family
Sysco
The Ella Fitzgerald Charitable Foundation
The Energy Coalition
The Lawrence Foundation
The Rose Hills Foundation
Toomalatai Family
Ulaszewski Family
UniHealth Foundation
Universal Waste Systems Inc.
Valero Energy Foundation
Western Digital Foundation
Yavitz Family
Zambrano Family
Good Shepherd Presbyterian Church
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Take The Pledge To Volunteer

Every volunteer experience is a little different.
Here are some things you might do:
Sorting & Packing: Our Food 4 Kids Program is back up and running and we need volunteers
to sort, pack and deliver the bags to schools in Long Beach.
Volunteer Opportunities:
Volunteering at Food Finders Offices in Los Alamitos for administration roles (envelope
stuffing or data entry), marketing roles (working with social media or graphics),
fundraising roles (calling, emailing, or helping with food drives), or spreading awareness
(like our Facebook & Instagram pages and share our posts.)
Here are your steps to becoming a volunteer:
Go to: Foodfinders.org/volunteer and fill in the application or use the QR code below.
Our Volunteer Coordinator will contact you for onboarding on the Food Finders APP.
Once you complete this process you are officially a Food Rescue Hero.
QUESTIONS?
Give our Volunteer Coordinator
a call. Kevin Burciaga
(562) 282-1400 x 112 or email:
kburciaga@foodfinders.org

Open Camera - Scan code
Feed people

