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Fresh News on Food Rescue And Hunger Relief

FALL 2021

Dear Friends and Supporters,
I always look forward to the Fall and this year is no different. It’s the beginning of a new

school year, and we are grateful that students are back in school, as we know they’ll have

access to breakfast and lunch again. The economy is improving, and more Americans are

working, but the need for food assistance is still higher than it was prior to the pandemic.
Food Finders has rescued nearly 11 million pounds of food so far this year and continues to provide COVID relief

boxes to our partners. Sherry, from our nonprofit partner The Butterfly Effect said, “We are so grateful to have Food

Finders as a resource of food. We’re providing meals for up to 5,000 homeless individuals and families monthly, and
the prepared meals we provide them are so appreciated!”

Everyone wants to be a part of a community who cares about their needs. Not only are we feeding the food insecure,
but we’re making a big impact on the climate crisis. We are working closely with many cities to meet the statewide

organics waste reduction and food recovery requirements of SB 1383, which will be enforced starting January.
Also, September is Hunger Awareness Month and we’ve been sharing ways you can make an

impact in our Food Flash emails, but opportunities continue right into our Holiday Food Drive

which begins in October. Helping provide holiday meals this year is more important than ever.
Each of you plays a role in our success, and there’s nothing we cannot change when we

work together. Thank you for your continued dedication and support,
and we hope that you and your families remain healthy!

With Gratitude,

Diana Lara, Executive Director

10539 Humbolt St., Los Alamitos, CA 90720
(562) 283-1400 • www.FoodFinders.org

UPCOMING
EVENTS
October to December
Holiday Food Drive

November 20th/21st
Thanksgiving Sort & Pack
November 30th
Giving Tuesday

It Takes a
Santa’s Village
Help us make the holidays extra

special this year for those in need!
Many people are still struggling

with health issues and unemploy-

ment due to Covid, so your gift of
food donations will be especially
appreciated. Collection bin
locations are posted on

FoodFinders.org. Here’s a list of

some key items to donate between
October 1st and December 31st:

Gravy/Broths

Canned Tuna

Yams

Cereal

Cranberry Sauce
Stuffing

Pasta/Pasta Sauce
Beans/Legumes

Soap/Toothpaste/
Shampoo

Canned Chili
Cooking Oil
Vegetables
Rice

Flour

o’s New

In Food Rescue?

We are so grateful for our many wonderful Food Rescue Heroes doing

the frontline work that ensures people are being connected with much

needed food. Here are a few of our newest volunteers who’ve joined the
Food Finders network.
Grace Forker

Grace joined Food Finders this summer through

#CaliforniansForAll, which the mayor encouraged

people to use as a resource for volunteer opportunities

during the pandemic. Each week she picks up from

Ralph's in Mid-City along with Whole Foods and Rustic
Kitchen. When she’s not volunteering with us, she

lends her time at pro bono clinics assisting immigrants

to apply for DACA, US citizenship, and asylum through her job as a paralegal.

Grace said, “Being able to help others is a real privilege and a blessing in
itself. I’m looking forward to more food rescues!”
David Bergeron

David read a news article about Food Finders’ program
and thought, “What a concept!” Inspired to get

involved after an initial donation, he became a volun-

teer and was soon picking up food from several Long
Beach donors, mainly schools, and delivering to

various nonprofits in town. Recently retired, David also
volunteers with Meals on Wheels, and when he’s not

giving back to the community, he enjoys running—his goal is to run a

marathon in all 50 states! He shared, “I feel myself as a bridge, connecting

from one source to another, and I'm amazed of how many people are willing
to give back and how many are in need. I’m a big fan of every little bit helps.”

Sheriese Taketa

The concept of food rescue was brought to Sheriese’s
attention years ago by her daughter Kristen, who

wrote about dumpster diving by students when she

worked as a reporter for the UCLA Daily Bruin. Then

last December, Sheriese found Food Finders online

and donated in her daughter’s name for the holidays

as her gift. Soon after she became a volunteer, rescu-

ing food from Ralph’s in Torrance and delivering, to her pleasant surprise, to

her own Catholic parish for a program serving hundreds of families in need.

She said, “There’s joy in being a volunteer, probably because you are thinking
of others, not just yourself.”

W

4 Simple Ways to Donate
That Don’t Cost Extra
ith Giving Tuesday and the holidays
approaching, giving back is top of

mind, and one of the easiest and low

to no-cost ways is via reward and charitable

programs built-in to your regular spending.

We encourage you to sign up if you haven’t

already!

Ralphs Rewards – That little card you swipe when you make
your purchase at Ralphs market ensures a portion of your
sale gets donated, and every penny adds up. You can

direct the donation to Food Finders by going online at

https://www.ralphs.com/i/community/community-contribu-

tion-program and selecting our nonprofit from the list of
registered charities.

Thank You To Our Recent Donors
Below are some of our most recent donors.
Thank you to ALL who supported
our program through the summer!
Munzer Foundation
Holshuh Family

Glassybaby Foundation
Simpkins Family
Demuth Family

McCarthy Family
Miller Family
Lee Family

Remley Family

Commercial Bank of CA
Miller Foundation
Huebner Family
French Family

Amazon Smile – Set your Amazon.com account to auto-

Weinstein Family

indicate Food Finders as your nonprofit of choice. Every

Rossillon Family

matically give back each time you shop, and be sure to

time you buy, you’ll be helping feed people in need. See
https://www.amazon.com/gp/clpf.

Credit Card Rewards – Most large credit companies have
programs where your travel and purchase points lead to

redeemable items, including cash or gift cards. Food Finders
welcomes non-food donations as well as monetary in
sustaining its program and supporting
its nonprofit partners, so consider
paying it forward.

Secret Santa Peer-to-Peer –

Why not do something

unique this year, and rather
than swapping the latest
trendy stocking stuffer

with friends or coworkers,
donate what’d you’d

normally spend instead?

Set up a merry little fundraiser
online and choose a reachable

goal, whether it’s $100 or $1,000.

https://foodfinders.org/start-a-fundraiser/

Chugh Firm

Port of Long Beach
Woods Family
Gray Family

Doheny Foundation
Marisla Fund

Good Shepherd Presbyterian
Bagne Foundation

LGA Family Foundation
Laserfiche

Marathon Petroleum

The Albertsons Co. Foundations
Martin Family

The Charitable Foundation
Alamitos Bay Garden Club
Schmitz Family
Boeing ECF

Kaiser Hospitals
Massari Family
Ralphs/Kroger

Stater Bros. Charities
Wilterink Family
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How Green Was My Office?
While Food Finders focuses on food recovery, we’re also big on being green—the sustainable kind, of course.

So, we’re doing our best right where we work, and thought we’d share to possibly inspire others to do the same.

Reusable is best – Each staff member has their own personal water bottle
and mug to cut down on single-use cups and bottles, and the same goes

for plates and bowls. We encourage volunteers who visit to do the same.
B.Y.O.B. – Lunch bag that is, and a common practice is to use multi-use

containers inside our lunch bags, so we cut down on plastic bags and other
throwaway products commonly used for packing food.

Pallet recycling – Our shipping pallets are picked up as part of a reclaim
and upcycling business, so they can be used multiple times.

In the bin – The bulk of cardboard boxes are flattened and put in a separate
waste container for easy sorting and recycling.

Lights out – We keep common areas dark when not in use, cutting our
electric bill in half!

Be chill – Our AC setting never dips below 72, so we stay comfortable but
climate-conscious.
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