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Year in Review

This past year was a tough one for so many, and Food Finders is grateful we were still able to keep our

doors open, our program running and our staff and many volunteers engaged in helping us address

hunger in a positive, impactful way. Below are some highlights and words of gratitude from 2020:

“Thank you for being a great means for us to obtain food for the needy in the

community. We serve whoever comes needing food, not minding city boundaries;
no one who comes is turned away. Thank you for helping us with our ministry this
year and the past years.”

- Gina @ St.Bernard's pantry
“It has been a challenging year for all of us,

especially the food bank volunteers! WE ARE
THANKFUL for you and your partnership
with us during this season.”

- Kim Wilkinson, Board Member @ Food Help
“Thank you SO much for making our Monday
produce distribution a reality. It was wonder-

ful! We distributed all of the boxes in the first
hour of meal service. Parents came from all

over the district for a produce box.”
- Camille, Healthy Living
Coordinator @ Lawndale
Elementary School District
“Our families really enjoy the variety of donations from Food Finders—not
just food, but hygiene and other supplies, much of which is name brands

that they sometimes can’t afford. Thank you so much for all you provide!”
- Jonathan @ YMCA Community Development Long Beach
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Dear Supporters,

1 Million Meals
Achieved!

2020 was a year like no other! Yet despite this

difficult year, your generosity and support allowed
us to rise above the challenges to alleviate the

ongratulations are due!

growing need for food. We thank you for your on-

going commitment and for the HOPE you provided!

Here are just a few of our 2020 highlights

Diana Lara
Food Finders
Executive Director

· Collaborated with FarmLink in May and in
2020, rescued 22 million pounds of food

December and you

definitely came through. The

· We launched our Food Rescue app in March—
engaging 429 new volunteers

We set a goal for

from farmers nationwide

· Provided 160,000 food boxes to our partner agencies through the
USDA Farms to Families program

· Distributed nearly 13,000 COVID response food boxes
· Rescued 17,343,000 pounds of food, providing over 14 million meals.
The staff and Board also looked internally at the values that drive our mission
and discovered these four values shined through every aspect of the

organization. Our Community includes our food donors, partner agencies,

1 Million Meals campaign was

created in answer to the huge
increase in requests for food,

particularly due to Covid-19,

and our monetary goal trans-

lated to just over $90,000.

Food Finders is thrilled to share
that we met and surpassed

our mark, taking in $80,000
in individual donations for

December plus additional

volunteers, staff and you! Together we make surplus food accessible to

foundation and corporate gifts

environmental Responsibility. This is reflected in our efforts to rescue food,

and support our food rescue

during the pandemic. As volunteers self-isolated the investment in our new

of our hearts, Thank YOU for

people in need. As an organization and a community, we have a social and

to put us beyond our goal

reduce waste, and increase access to healthy, fresh food. Adaptability was key

program. From the bottom

volunteer app proved vital. Integrity is a driving force. It has allowed us to

establish ourselves as a leader in food recovery. These core values will guide
our decision making process in the years to come!

As we begin a new year, I am excited to share two new programs our

Backyard Harvest program and our Food Hub program. These two programs
will increase the amount of food we rescue and provide to our partner

agencies. We look forward to sharing updates on these programs soon. I
hope the New Year keeps you healthy and strong.

- Diana Lara, Executive Director

UPCOMING
Feb 1 – Relaunch FoodFinders.com
March – Red Nose Day-Child Hunger Relief
April – Food Finders Turns 32!

making it possible.

OVER GOAL!
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Agency Highlight:
Red Eye Watts Empowerment
t started with a box of oranges,

donated by a local garden. A few

of the young adults passed by at

first, asking if they could have one, then

a few more kids. Within a day or two,

all the oranges were gone and executive

director Justin Mayo realized there was a
massive, immediate need for food, one

that they could fill.

The Red Eye Watts Empowerment Center

has been serving the Los Angeles community for 15 years, specifically an

area that is home to the youngest population of any LA neighborhood.

Many are single mothers and their children, and recent stats show it’s also

home to more than 7,000 gang members. The programs they offer include
mentorship, sports, tutoring and more recently WiFi and internet access.

It’s a place where many residents find hope—and many people outside

the community come to serve and provide
support. While food wasn’t their area of

focus, our partnership that formed in May
has resulted in enough donations during

the COVID period for an average of 1,500
families, nearly 5,000 children included.

Justin shared, “Everyone is so grateful for

the food, especially the fresh produce since
we’re really in a food desert. And the fact
that Food Finders was involved provided
leverage for us to get a large donated

refrigerator to store anything perishable,
so it’s been wonderful.”

Despite the pandemic and distancing

mandates, the center has powered on,

providing outdoor space for children to

receive tutoring, access schoolwork online

and continue with some normalcy in a safe

space. The organization prides itself on

being resilient and tireless (hence the name
Red Eye) in serving it’s community, truly

living their mission of Empowerment. We

are so happy to partner with this invaluable
organization.

Thank You
To Our Recent
Donors
A huge thank you to ALL
who recently contributed,
including the foundations
and businesses listed below:
Moss Foundation
The Rose Hills Foundation
BCM Foundation
LGA Family Foundation
Dan Murphy Foundation
Kaiser Foundation
EFSP Los Angeles
Suja Juice Company
The Green Foundation
The Ahmanson Foundation
Adams-Mastrovich Family Foundation
The Albertsons Companies Foundation
Cyber Coders, Inc.
Commercial Bank of California
Josephine Gumbiner Foundation
Anaheim Community Foundation
Good Shepherd Presbyterian
The Lawrence Foundation
Clif Bar Family Foundation
Molina Healthcare
GT Konnect
Grocery Outlet
Much Is Given Foundation
Marathon Petroleum
BJs Foundation
California Resources Corp.
P2S, Inc.
Matern Law/Satyagraha Alliance
Yavitz Corporation
Long Beach Community Foundation
Smart & Final
First Choice Bank
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In Memorium

We’ve recently lost some dear
members of the Food Finders
community—our sincerest
wishes of peace and
condolences go out to their
friends and families.

Pastor Alex Bernard

Deacon Ray Skupnik

Keri Reich

Justin Fuelleman
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